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 The  first  ALSC  Southern
 Regional  Conference  since  the
 historic  Frogmore  meeting,
 was  held  Saturday,  Nov.  24,  in
 Nashville,  Tenn.  There  were
 people  participating  repre- senting  in  the
 Southern  region.  These  delega-
 tions  included  Atlanta,  Austin,
 Durham,  Greensboro,  Hous-
 ton,  Nashville,  New  Orleans,
 and  Winston-Salem.  Some  of

 the  major  agenda  items  cover-
 ed  included  the  history  of
 ALSC,  a  discussion  of  the  ALSC
 Statement  of  Principles,  and
 reports  local  efforts
 around  the  national  programs
 (specifically  the  Repeal  the
 Byrd  Amendment  Campaign
 and  the  Week  of  International

 Solidarity  To  Defeat  Portu-
 guese  Imperialism.

 The  history  of  ALSC  was
 discussed  to  provide  general
 information  for  everyone  and
 to  add  clarity  to  some  aspects
 of  the  Committee’s  history,
 that  have  become  clouded  or
 distorted.  With  the  aid  of  a

 study  guide,  developed  by  the
 research  and  development
 committee,  the  delegates  dis-
 cussed  the  ALSC  Statement  of

 Principles  to  get  a  clearer
 understanding  of  its  historical
 development  and  content.  A
 decision  was  made  that  each
 local  committee  would  take  the

 Statement  of  Principles  and
 apply  the  analysis  to  their  own
 local  area  of  work  and  in  that

 way,  sum  up  the  concrete
 conditions  of  the  area.  These

 reports  will  be  included  as  a

 major  agenda  item  for  the  next.
 regional  meeting.

 Local  work  around  the  Re-

 peal  the  Byrd  Amendment
 campaign,  has  produced  some
 favorable  results  throughout
 the  South.

 Demonstrations  and  petition
 campaigns  were  organized  in
 July  and  or  September  in
 Austin,  Greensboro,  Houston,

 Nashville,  And  Durham,  and
 Nashville.

 A  petition  campaign  was  also
 started  in  New  Orleans.

 Educationals  and  forums
 were  held  in  Greensboro,
 Houston,  Nashville  and  Dur-
 ham.

 A  demonstration  against
 Portuguese  Imperialism  is
 scheduled  for  Dec.  ist  in  New
 Orleans.

 Atlanta  ALSC  successfully
 organized  a  protest  demon-
 stration  against  Rev.  Ralph
 Abernathy’s  acceptance  of  a
 $50,000  check  from  Gulf  Oil  Co.

 Each  local  committee  a-
 greed  to  put  forth  efforts
 around  the  petition  campaign
 to  support  the  recognition  of
 the  New  Republic  of  Guinea-
 Bissau.  The  minimum  amount

 of  signatures  for  each  local  is
 2,500  and  the  deadline  is  set  for
 Jan.  12th.  The  next  regional
 meeting  is  to  be  held  in
 Atlanta.  Time  and  place  to  be
 announced.

 ALSC  regional  conferences
 have  already  been  held  in  the
 Midwestern  and  Northern  re-

 gions.
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 question  of  the  role  played
 by  the  major  oil  companies
 in  American  society.  Part
 of  the  blame  for  the  current

 crisis  lies  with  the  oil  com-

 panies,  who  like  all  other
 capitalist  placed  profits
 for  themselves,  high  over
 the  well  being  of  the  masses

 of  people  in  this  country.
 The  second,  is  the  fact  of
 American  foreign  policy
 which  has  placed  the  Unit-
 ed  States  in  this  dire  fuel
 shortage  positio i

 American
 people  at  odds  with  a  peo-
 ple  they  have  no  real  quar-
 rali  with.  The  people  of  the

 nations  of  Begium  and  Ja-
 pan  have  seen  this  fact

 clearly  and  have  stated  that

 they  are  not  willing  to
 endure  a  winter  of  hardship

 and  an  uncertain  spring
 and  have  forced  their  gov-
 ernment  to  drop  its  support

 of  Israel,  thus  ending  the
 Arab  boycott  of  their  re-
 spective  countries.  ;
 All  the  propaganda  in  the

 world  about  a  return  to
 frugality  in  individual  use
 of  energy,  American  inge-
 nuity  or  the  development  of
 alternative  resources  will
 not  heat  any  homes  this
 winter,  Only  a  lifting  of  the

 oil  embargo,  along  with  the
 ending  of  United  States
 support  of  the  illegal  state
 of  Israel  or  unusually  warm
 winter  wiil  save  Americans
 from  the  worst  winter  since
 World  War
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 Public  floggings  of  Ovambos
 in  Namibia  (Southwest  Africa)

 have  again  aroused  interest  in
 this  secretive  corner  of  the

 continent.  It  is  governed  by
 South  Africa,  in  difiance  of  the
 United  Nations,  who  gave  the
 country  its  name  and  termin-
 ated  South  Africa’s  mandate

 over  the  territory  in  1966.  Use
 of  the  name  Namibia  was  one
 of  the  reasons  the  tribal
 administration  of  the  Ovambo

 homeland  gave  for  ordering
 the  floggings.  This  account  of
 conditions  there  is  by  a  London
 Observer  reporter,  who  is
 preparing  a  report  for  the
 Minority  Rights  Group  and  is
 one  of  the  few  outsiders  to  have

 visited  the  territory  in  recent
 months.

 The  public  floggings  in
 Ovamboland,  are  only  the
 latest  entries  in  a  vast  catalo-

 gue  of  oppression  by  a  discre-
 dited  puppet  regime  and  racist
 police  who  believe  they  are
 shielded  from  the  eyes  of  the
 world.

 For  Ovamboland,  remote,
 dusty  plain  nearly  as  big  as
 Ireland,  is  completely  sur-
 rounded  by  a  12-ft.  wire  fence.
 No  one  can  enter  or  leave
 without  a  permit.

 I  could  get  the  elusive  permit
 only  on  the  ground  that  I  was  in
 transit  to  neighbouring  Angola.
 The  permit  consisted  of  three
 duplicated  sheets  of  closely-
 typed  regulations  that  had  the

 with  the  natives;  ‘The
 behaviour  of  the  permit  holder
 in  dealings  with  the  natives
 must  at  all  times  be  worthy’;
 ‘the  wearing  of  ultra-short
 miniskirts  or  shorts  by  women
 in  the  native  areas  is  prohibit-
 ed,  etc.

 The  Ovamboland  border  is

 nearly  2,000  miles  by  road  from
 Johannesburg.  A  high  gate
 blocks  the  strategic  highway
 linking  South  Africa  with
 Angola.

 Through  the  gate,  the  new
 tarred  road  stretched  straight
 and  usually  empty  in  the  shim-
 mering  heat.  I  passed  little
 traffic:  a  few  British-built

 crammed  full  of  Ovambos.

 After  50  miles,  the  scene
 changed  abruptly  from  arid,
 empty  thorn-bush  country  to
 sparse  yellow  grassland  dotted
 with  spiky  makalani  palms,
 where  a  few  shallow  water-

 holes  support  some  livestock
 and  their  owners.

 Nearly  all  of  the  300,000
 Ovambos,  live  region,  in
 kraals  consisting  of  small
 groups  of  circular  thatched
 huts  surrounded  by  a  stockade.
 In  the  capital,  a  large  village
 called  Ondangwa,  there  are  a
 number  of  brick-built  houses

 with  corrugated  iron  roofs  and
 the  spacious  bungalows  of
 South  African  officials,  com-
 fortably  near  to  the  large,
 white-painted  police  station.

 The  populated  area  is  over-
 grazed  by  the  Ovambos’  cattle
 and  numerous  donkeys.  I  saw  a
 few  maize  patches  -  they  were
 not  big  enough  to  be  called
 fields.  is  always  a
 problem.  For  10  months  of  the

 year,  there  is  not  enough,  but,
 during  the  rains,  half  of
 Ovamboland  can  be  flooded.

 The  Ovambos  are  among  the
 most  militant  opponents  of
 apartheid,  hence  perhaps  the
 extensive  repression  being
 practised  in  their  homeland.
 They  paralyzed  South  West
 Africa  by  going  on  strike
 nearly  two  years  ago.

 It  may  seem  surprising  that

 isolated  an  area,  should  set  the
 trend,  but  the  Ovambos  have

 suffered  from  almost  unparal- even  by
 south  African  standards.  The

 hated  contract  labour  system, draws  a  large
 proportion  of  the  menfolk  off  to
 work  as  cheap  labour  for  the
 booming  white  economy  in  the
 south.  Married  or  not,  the  men

 must  go  alone,  often  for  periods

 Contract  labourers  are
 classified,  labelled  and  shipped
 off  by  the  truckload  to  the
 white  man’s  world.  Once  there,
 they  live  in  indescribably  bleak
 compounds,  housing  5,000  or
 6,000  labourer.  They  sleep  in
 large  dormitories  on  concrete
 slabs  with  a  piece  of  felt  a
 centimetre  thick  as  a  mattress.
 Unappetising  food  is  common-

 ly  served  up  with  a  shovel.
 South  West  Africa’s  highly

 profitable  mines,  fishing  fleets
 and  karakul  farms,  are  de-
 pendent  on  the  Ovambos’
 labour;  their  strike  was  so
 effective  because  80  percent  of

 the  labour  force  is  on  contract. They  were  offered
 cessions  to  get  them  back  to
 work,  but  these  have  produced
 only  marginal  improvements.

 The  Ovambos’:  pay  is  in
 many  cases,  worse  than
 inadequate  wages  paid  in  South
 Africa.  For  example,  the
 Tsumeb  Corporation,  a
 mainly  American,  but  part
 British-owned  cooper  mine,
 pays  its  underground  labourers
 a  minimum  of  65  cents  a  shift  -

 about  3  shillings  a  week.  But
 the  miners  are  relatively  well-
 off;  many  farm  workers  get
 only  half  as  much.

 By  contrast,  white  employ-
 ees  generally  earn  more  than
 the  whites  in  South  Africa,  and
 pay  less  tax.  A  white  shift  boss
 at  Tsumeb  earns  R375  a  month

 and  a  mine  captain  gets  R435.
 The  strike  was  broken  by

 force,  as  well  as  by  induce-
 ment.  South  African  police
 rounded  up  several  hundred
 strikers  who  had  returned  to

 Ovamboland  and  held  them,  in
 appalling  conditions,  without
 any  charge  under  emergency
 regulations.  One  Ovambo  man
 I  met,  a  devout  Anglican,
 educated  at  the  mission  school,
 told  me  what  happened  to  him

 during  the  strike.
 ʻI  was  locked  up  in  a

 steel-barred  cage  with  104
 other  men  rounded  up  by  the
 police  at  the  same  time  as  me.

 so  we  took  it  in  turns  to  sleep.
 There  was  a  bucket  as  a  latrine
 and  dirty  mealie  meal  (maize)

 the  bars.  We  were  in  worse

 conditions  than  animals  and
 not  even  allowed  out  to  exer- cise.

 ‘The  police  thought  I  had
 helped  to  organise  the  strike
 and  took  me  away  twice  to  beat
 me  and  give  me  electric  shocks
 so  I  should  confess.  I  was  never

 charged  with  any  offense,  nor
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